
What is in the $19 billion?
The Health Information Technology for Economic and Clinical 
Health Act (‘‘HITECH“) includes $19 billion for health information 
technology

$2 billion
HHS Discretionary Funds (for use by 
national coordinator of health IT)
Standards Development Grants (AHRQ, HRSA, 

CMS), HIE Infrastructure, Loans to the States for 

EHR, Regional HIT Resource Centers, 

Telemedicine, E�ciency Studies

Physician Incentives: 
Incentive bonuses from medicare/Medicaid

$17 billion
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Physician Incentives
$17 Billion in Incentives requires proof of “meaningful” use

Use of CERTIFIED PRODUCT as determined appropriate by the sec. of HHS

The EHR technology must be connected.
Complies with submission of REPORTS ON CLINICAL QUALITY MEASURES.

Those that adopt �rst will bene�t the most (declining incentives)

Physicians can earn between $44,000 to $64,000 over �ve years from 
Medicare/Medicaid if they are utilizing an EHR in 2011.

Late adopters will receive signi�cantly less.

Providers may receive incentives under only one of the programs 

2015 reductions in Medicare/medicaid fees for non-EHR users.

Hospitals can earn up to $2,000,000 plus discharge bonuses (total payout to 
them could be $10 million+)
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EHR
Stimulus
Funding

$44,000
over 5 yrs.

$3,000 - 5,000/yr.
estimate

$3,000 - $5,000/yr.
estimate

ePrescribe
Incentive

PQRI
Incentive

$30,000 (Close to 70% of the funding) comes in the �rst two years.

It decreases signi�cantly every year thereafter.

Purchase and Implementation are not enough. You must use it.

Steps include: evaluate your work�ows, develop your selection criteria, select 
a vendor, develop your implementation plan, install your EHR, connect to 
other providers and have your MDs fully functional.

A lot to do in a short period of time.

Funding is Front Loaded

You Need to Demonstrate Meaningful Utilization

Funding starts in 2011, decreases over time and goes away after 2015.

Penalties begin in 2015.

Funding is Time Stamped
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